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The Atlanta Concert Band , in its 36th consecutive season, is composed of 
professional, semi -professional, and amateur musicians whose love for 
music brings them together to perform.  The members are unpaid volun-
teers who commit to weekly rehearsals to prepare repertoire for con-
certs throughout metro Atlanta and beyond.   Originally formed in 
1958, the Atlanta Concert Band performed until 1969.  The band was 
i\]fid\[ Yp `kzj fi`^`eXc d\dY\ij `e .640 Xe[ k_`j p\Xi n\ Z\c\YiXk\ fli 
36th anniversary from the date of reorganization.  This year marks the 
46th all -inclusive season of Atlanta Concert Band performances. Mem-
bership is always open to new members who are competent on a brass, 
woodwind, or percussion instrument.    New members are accepted on an 
on -going basis, subject to instrumental balance.  Some sections currently 
have waiting lists so interested musicians should call 678 -377 -7603 to 
inquire.   
 

The mission of the Atlanta Concert Band is to provide great music to 
the public, while providing an outlet for adult musicians to perform.  

The Big Peach Swing Band was 
organized by conductor John 
P. Miller and trumpeter 
Charles Sims in the fall of 
1995.   Members of the Atlanta 
Concert Band were invited to 
make up the horn sections, and 
the rhythm section was re-
cruited from outside.   After 
only five rehearsals, the swing 
band performed for Atlanta's popular New Year's Eve celebration "First 
Night," on the main stage at Colony Square.   The band has had many engage-
ments since their 1995 debut, including annual performances at the Inman Park 
Festival, the Peachtree Heights Park Garden Party and the Stone Mountain 
Jazz Festival.   The swing band is available for receptions, parties, dances, civic 
affairs, and other events.  For information, please call Jack Miller at (770) 431
-1532.  

The Big Peach Swing Band 
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Conductors  

Walter L. Hickman , Assistant Conductor, Atlanta Concert Band, 
and leader of the Big Peach Swing Band, earned the Bachelor of 
Music degree from the University of Tennessee and a Master of Mu-
sic from Georgia State University. He moved to the Atlanta area 
in 1986 to accept the award of Graduate Assistant at Georgia 
State University. He served on the music staff at Rehoboth Baptist 
Church in Tucker, Georgia from 1988 -2001and currently is the 
staff trombonist at Dunwoody Baptist Church, Dunwoody, Geor-
gia. He began studio teaching in 1990, and has performed often since 
age 16.  He has enjoyed a variety of engagements, including hun-
dreds of community, recording and traveling events, performing 
for such artists as The Temptations, The Four tops, the Impres-
sions, The Supremes, Barry Manilow, Aretha  Franklin, Johnny 
Mathis, Bernadette Peters, Marvin Hamlisch, Frank Sinatra Jr., 
Dionne Warwick, Brian Wilson of the Beach Boys, the Moody Blues, 
and others.  He currently serves as the Associate Director of 
Bands at Peachtree Charter Middle School in the DeKalb County 
School System.  Mr. Hickman joined the Atlanta Concert Band in 
2002 as principal trombone and became Assistant Conductor in 
2004.  

Kurt Wackerly, Assistant Conductor, is native of Ohio, but has 
been living in Atlanta for seven years.   Kurt received his music edu-
cation degree in 1994 from Bowling Green State University of 
Ohio. After graduation, he became the band director at McComb 
Local Schools near Findlay, Ohio. He taught band, choir, and gen-
eral music to grades 5 -12. After four years of public school teach-
ing, he attended The Ohio State University to pursue a graduate 
degree in conducting. While in Ohio, Mr. Wackerly was active with 
the Ohio Music Education Association, the Hancock County Music 
Teachers Association, and the Findlay Community Band. In 2001, 
opportunities brought him to Atlanta. Mr. Wackerly joined the 
Atlanta Concert Band in 2007. In addition to his involvement with 
the Atlanta Concert Band, he is a member of his church choir and 
the hand bell choir. Presently he is the on -site manager for a his-
toric building in midtown Atlanta.  
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Guest Conductor  

Peter Frank Zervakos  

Peter Zervakos is a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Georgia where he studied 
organ with Egbert Ennulat.  
While at the university, Mr. 
Zervakos held the positions 
of Chapter and State Presi-
dent of the Student Music 
Educators National Confer-
ence (SMENC) and President 
of Phi Mu Alpha Profes-
sional Music Fraternity.  He 
nXj X d\dY\i f] k_\ G\ezj 
Glee Club, Collegium Musi-
cum, University Chorus, and the famous Redcoat March-
ing Band for four years, serving his senior year as a re-
hearsal assistant under Director Roger Dancz.  

Mr. Zervakos began his teaching career with the Fulton 
County Schools in 1979 as Band Director of College 
Park High School.  He received his Master of Music Edu-
cation from UGA in 1983, and in 1984, assumed the Direc-
torship of the Milton High School Band and Orchestra. 
As a music teacher, Peter was an active member of the 
Georgia Music Educators Association having held the 
local and state positions of District Chair, Festival 
Chair, and All -State Chair.  Mr. Zervakos continued his 
graduate studies while teaching and in 1989 earned the 
degree of Specialist in Education (Ed.S.) in Administration 
and Supervision.        
        =fek`el\[ fe JX^\ 3t+ 
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During Fall 1990, Mr. Zervakos was appointed as first 
administrator of the Visual and Performing Arts Magnet 
Program at the new Tri -Cities High School.  He later 
served as assistant principal of Chattahoochee High 
School and Principal of North Springs High School.  He 
has held the offices of Vice -President and President of 
the Fulton High School Principals Association. In 2002, 
Mr. Zervakos became the founding principal of Northview 
High School and continues to serve the school system in 
that role.  

Mr. Zervakos is a life -long member of the Greek Ortho-
dox Cathedral of the Annunciation where he has been the 
Sunday Catechetical School Director since 2003.  He as-
sumed the role of assistant organist in 1974 and today 
holds the position of staff organist for the Cathedral.  
In addition, Mr. Zervakos was the choir director of 
Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church during 
the years 1988 ~ 1995.  In 1997, Mr. Zervakos organized 
k_\ =Xk_\[iXczj B\cc\e`Z =fddle`kp IiZ_\jkiX Xe[ Zfe*
tinues to hold the position of director.  

Peter and his wife Sally, a Fulton County music teacher, 
have three children, Elizabeth, Rachel and Danielle.  The 
entire Zervakos family is active members of the Annuncia-
tion Cathedral Choir with Danielle and Rachel also par-
ticipating in the Community Orchestra.  

Guest Conductor  
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Program Notes  

Armenian Dances Part 1 ~ Alfred Reed  

Alfred Reed (1921 -2005) was one of America's most 
prolific and frequently -performed composers, author-
ing over two hundred works for band, orchestra, 
chorus, and chamber ensembles. One sign of the esteem 
in which the composer was held:  at the time of his 
death, he had received commissions for compositions 
which would have kept him busy until the year 2015.   

Armenian Dances, Part 1, was completed in summer 
1972 and premiered by the University of Illinois Sym-
phonic Band in 1973.  The work is built upon five Ar-
menian Folk songs including Tzirani Tzar (The Apri-
Zfk Ni\\') AXbXm` S\ib &JXiki`[^\zj Mfe^') Bfp) HXqXe 
Eem (Hoy, My Nazan), Alagyaz, and Gna, Gna (Go, Go)  

 

Sleepers, Awake! ~ J.S. Bach, arranged by Alfred Reed  

Ie\ f] k_\ i\hl`i\d\ekj f] <XZ_zj gfj`k`fe Xj dlj`Z 
director of the St. Thomas Church in Leipzig was 
that he prepare a complete cantata for each church 
service and all special church holidays. In fulfillment 
of this staggering assignment, he wrote more than 
three hundred such works. Unfortunately, about one -
k_`i[ f] k_\j\ _Xm\ Y\\e cfjk) j`eZ\ dfjk f] <XZ_zj dl*
sic was not published during his lifetime. Of those sur-
viving cantatas, the one bearing the number 140, 
{Mc\\g\ij ;nXb\!)| &ZX+ .40.' i\dX`ej k_\ dfjk ]i\*
quently performed. Based on the Lutheran Hymn  

Continued on Page 8...  
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"Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme," it was written for 
the 27th Sunday after Trinity. The scripture of that 
day is the parable of the seven wise and seven foolish 
virgins preparing for the arrival of the bridegroom;  
the wise virgins are prepared when he comes, but the 
foolish must be awakened.  

 

Army of the Nile ~ Kenneth J. Alford, Edited by Fre-
derick Fennell  

"Kenneth Alford" was the pen -name of British Army 
Major Fredrick Joseph Ricketts (1881 -1945), a regi-
mental band director. His most famous composition is 
incontestably the march "Colonel Bogey," catapulted 
to fame as theme music for the  1957 film "Bridge over 
the River Kwai."  The same march also became a popu-
lar anthem during World War II among British sol-
diers, who provided it with texts unsuitable for 
printing.  

;c]fi[zj {;idp f] k_\ H`c\| &.61.' nXj [\[`ZXk\[ kf 
British Field Marshall A.P. Wavell, whose forces had 
halted the advance of Axis forces in Egypt. That mo-
ment in history is crystallized by this musically sim-
ple, yet stylistically sophisticated essay in march 
form.  

 

 

Continued on Page 9...  

Jif^iXd Hfk\j =fekz[ 
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Jif^iXd Hfk\j =fekz[ 

Overture to The Barber of Seville ~ G. Rossini, Ar-
ranged by M. L. Lake  

{N_\ <XiY\i f] M\m`cc\| &.5.3' `j le[\e`XYcp Lfjj`e`%j 
most popular opera.  It is a prime example of the 
genre Opera Buffa, its story based on the same  Beau-
marchais comedy later immortalized by Mozart's 
{N_\ GXii`X^\ f] @`^Xif+| 

Rossini's "Barber" received its first American per-
formance in 1825. Since that date, its musical themes 
have been quoted, and occasionaly satirized, in other 
musical forms from Tin Pan Alley to Hollywood.  

 

The Sound of Music ~ Rodgers and Hammerstein, arr. 
R. R. Bennett  

"The Sound of Music" (1959) arguably contains a 
greater number of enduring songs than any other mu-
sical by this famous duo. The peerless arranger 
Robert Russell Bennett presented this band medley in 
1960.  

 

Coat of Arms ~ George Kenny  

George Kenny, a pseudonym used by Kenneth G. 
Q_`kZfdY) Zfdgfj\[ {=fXk f] ;idj| `e .624+  B`j Zfd*
positional style is built upon his expertise as a per-
former and contains interesting parts for each sec-
tion of the band, which heightens the interest for 
      Continued on Page 10...  
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the listener as well. Although traditionally played 
Xk X Yi`jb k\dgf kpg`ZXc f] ZfeZ\ik dXiZ_\j) {=fXk f] 
;idj| `j jfd\k`d\j g\i]fid\[ dfi\ jcfncp kf j\im\ Xj 
a dignified processional for commencement ceremonies.  

 

Do You Hear What I hear? ~Noel Regney and Gloria 
Shane, arr. Jennings  

Ii`^`eXccp i\c\Xj\[ Xj X mfZXc [l\k `e .63/) {>f Sfl 
B\Xi Q_Xk C B\Xi9| hl`Zbcp Y\ZXd\ X _fc`[Xp ]Xmfi*
ite for the young and old.  In 1984, arranger Paul 
Jennings prepared this beautiful band arrangement 
that has become a staple among school and commu-
nity bands.  Mr. Jennings captures the spirit of the 
vocal setting while fully exploiting the tonal colors 
of the modern concert band.  

 

The Eighth Candle ~ Steve Reisteter  

Ce .664) Zfdgfj\i Mk\m\ L\`jk\k\i gi\d`\i\[ {N_\ 
?`^_k_ =Xe[c\)| jlYk`kc\[ "X JiXp\i Xe[ >XeZ\ ]fi BX*
nukah."  The piece opens freely and simply with a 
chant -like melody upon which the composition is built. 
The mood abruptly changes to a dance scene, ener-
gized by a surging mixed -meter rhythm. With each 
repetition, the scene becomes wilder, leading to a 
thunderous conclusion.   

 

Continued on Page 11...  

Jif^iXd Hfk\j =fekz[ 



11 

 

A Christmas Festival ~ Leroy Anderson  

Composer Leroy Anderson transcribed his own work, 
originally written for orchestra, for concert band 
`e .62-+  {; =_i`jkdXj @\jk`mXc| _Xj j`eZ\ Y\Zfd\ Xe 
annual holiday favorite of school, and community, 
and professional groups the world over.  

Jif^iXd Hfk\j =fekz[ 

Visit us online - for news, information, and concert dates:  

www.atlantaconcertband.org  

Find us on Facebook:  

search òAtlanta Concert Bandó and become a FAN! 



12 

 

Concert Program  
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Overture to The Bar-
ber of Seville  

G. Rossini, Arr. M.L. 
Lake  

The Sound of Music  
Rodgers & Hammer-
stein, Arr. R.R. Ben-

nett  

Intermission  

Coat of Arms  George Kenny  

Do You Hear What I 
Hear?  

Regney & Shane, Arr. 
Jennings  

The Eighth Candle  Steve Reisteter  

A Christmas Festival  Leroy Anderson  


